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How the CAP Is Helping You
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Å Influencing Public Policy and Amplifying Pathologyôs Voice in 

Washington, DC, and Your State

Å Responding During the COVID-19 Pandemic as a Trusted Resource
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To ensure pathologists are treated fairly and paid for the 

work they do

Influencing Public Policy and Amplifying 

Pathologyôs Voice
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Strength of CAP Advocacy

ÅCAP was founded as the national advocacy organization for pathologists.

ÅWeôre set up as a 501(c)6 organization so we have unlimited lobbying 

capacity for our members. 
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Medicareôs Efforts to Shift Reimbursement to 

Primary Care

ÅOver the last decade, health system changes have sought to invest more in 

primary care.

o Back in 2007, increases to evaluation/management (E/M) services led to a -7% cut to pathology 

services.

ÅIn 2019, CMS approved a proposal for E/M revaluation that will result in a 

redistribution of $7 billion in Medicare payments from specialists to 

primary care physicians in 2021.

ÅReversing and mitigating cuts to pathologists is the top priority for the 

CAP and our lobbying efforts. 
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Evaluation and Management (E/M) Services 

Change Is Driving Cuts to Specialists
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ÅEstimated impact on pathologists in 

2021:

o -9% overall decrease to pathology services. 

o -$113 million per year to partially fund the 

increases. 

ÅBudget neutrality provisions in the 

Medicare program require offsets/cuts 

to pathologists, other specialists to 

fund increases to primary care 

services.  
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Evaluation and Management (E/M) Services 

Change Is Driving Cuts to Specialists

Specialists hit hard under the 

proposal for 2021:

ÅRadiology -11%

ÅCardiac Surgery - 9%

ÅPathology - 9%

ÅAnesthesiology         - 8%

ÅEmergency                - 6%

ÅOphthalmology - 6%

Providers benefitting from the 2021 

proposal:

ÅInternists 4%

ÅNurse practitioners 8%

ÅGeneral practice 8%

ÅFamily practice 13%

ÅHematology/Oncology 14%

ÅRheumatology 16%

ÅEndocrinology 17%
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Advocacy to Fight the Medicare Cuts

Å CAP Advocacy is working with the 

AMA and other physicians negatively 

affected by the cuts.  

Å We are asking Congress to mitigate 

the reductions to all non-E/M services 

by waiving budget neutrality. 

Å We are mobilizing pathologists to ask 

their members of Congress to 

support our specialty.
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Advocacy to Fight the Medicare Cuts

ÅDuring the summer months, more than 40 CAP members virtually met with 

congressional offices.

ÅThe CAP is a leader in a multi-specialty coalition pushing Congress to 

make all physicians whole by waiving budget neutrality. 

o Unspent moneys in the Provider Relief Fund could offset the costs for waiving budget neutrality for 

one year. 

ÅThe CAP is working with legislators in the House and Senate to introduce 

legislation and rally support for it. 
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Update on Advocacy to Fight 
the Medicare Cuts

ÅReps. Bera and Bucshon led a sign-

on letter to urge House leaders to 

stop the cuts. 

o 239 House members signed the letter.

ÅWe are reviewing legislative 

proposals to delay the cut by one or 

two years.

o Such a move would buy us additional time to 

determine a permanent fix to these reductions.

10



© College of American Pathologists.

Fight the Cuts

ÅGo to cap.org/advocacy to join the fight. 

ÅStay updated by following us on Twitter (@CAPDCAdvocacy)
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Medicare Increase to Molecular Pathology 

Interpretations in 2021
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HCPCS 

Code

DESCRIPTION Work RVU 

2020

RUC Rec Work 

RVU

Work RVU 

2021
% Change 

2020-2021

G0452 Molecular pathology procedure; physician 

interpretation and report

0.37 0.93 0.93 151%

Å The molecular interpretation was identified as misvalued in 2018, and 

the CAP successfully worked to protect the value of the service.

Å Working with the American Medical Association/Specialty Society 

Relative Value Update Committee, we recommended an increase to 

the physician work value of the service.

Å The Medicare program agrees; and, for 2021, announced a payment 

increase of 124%!  
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Update on Legislation in Arizona
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ÅWeôve accomplished a lot together 

through the years: 

o 2015: Direct access testing law, while ensuring 

liability immunity for pathologists

o 2017: Out-of-network law

o 2019: Secured changes to network adequacy 

rules for Medicaid managed care plans

o 2019: Secure amendments to genetic testing 

law to remove informed consent requirement

ÅGreat examples of a successful 

partnership between ASP-CAP!
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Update on Legislation in Arizona
continued
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ÅThis year, we jointly contracted a 

lobbyist to pass additional 

amendments to the direct access 

testing law:

o Amendments would ensure testing is subject 

to proficiency testing. 

o The state pharmacist association blocked our 

amendments, but we sought a compromise to 

disclose PT status when providing results to 

patients. 

o However, COVID-19 shutdown the legislative 

session before it could move forward.
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CAP State Pathology Society Initiative

ÅWe strongly believe in strengthening 

our relationships with state societies.

o Together, we can successfully advocate for 

pathologists at the state and federal levels.

ÅThe CAP has initiated a multiyear 

strategy to support state pathology 

societies. 

o For example, we launched a virtual meeting 

platform for state societies to use.  

ÅGo to cap.org/states for more state 

resources and information.
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To ensure the quality of laboratory testing and diagnosis and 

the quality of care that patients receive 

Responding During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

as a Trusted Resource 
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Overview of CAP COVID-19 Advocacy Actions
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Advocate for Financial Assistance for Pathologists During the PandemicAdvocate

Secure Regulatory Flexibility for Pathologists and LaboratoriesSecure

Influence Congress as it Acted on Providing Test Coverage, Payment, and 
Other Assistance to Physicians and Hospitals

Influence

Collaborate With State Pathology SocietiesCollaborate
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Responding to Member and Laboratory Needs

The CAP offers proficiency testing to validate COVID-19 testing:

Å Three SARS-CoV-2 PT programs (molecular, serology, and antigen) 

Å Two Quality Cross Check programs (molecular and serology)
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Responding to Member and Laboratory Needs

ÅTwo COVID-19 sections accessible 

from cap.org home page:

o COVID-19 Updates 

o For newly posted COVID-

related information

o COVID-19 Information, including:

o Extensive Q&A 

o Advocacy News

o Practice Resources

o Topic Center, eg, Microbiology
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Responding to Member 

and Laboratory Needs

ÅTwo COVID-19 sections on cap.org:

o COVID-19 Information 

o COVID-19 Updates 

ÅExtensive Q&A Sections for COVID-

19-related questions

ÅVisit the Topic Center for related 

information in areas such as Policy 

and Advocacy, Digital Pathology, 

Microbiology
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